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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is responsive to communications filed on 1/29/2008. 

2. Claims 1 to 6 have been cancelled and claims 7 to18 are pending and have been 
examined. 

3. The information disclosure statement (I.D.S) filed on 01/22/2008 and 02/19/2008 
are considered. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

4. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
1/29/2008 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 7-1 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Comp (PGPUB: US 2004/0203698 A1). 
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With respect to claim 7, Comp teaches a communication apparatus capable of 
connecting to a network including a plurality of transmission media and capable of 
controlling a controlled device having a predetermined function, comprising: 

a device detecting unit that (a) detects the controlled device among a 
plurality of devices connected to the network (Comp: fig. 1 &3, page 1, paragraphs 8-9, 
noted the WAP 14), and (b) obtains an IP address of the controlled device (Comp: fig. 1 
& 3, page 1 , paragraph 9, noted that it's an inherent feature for WAP to have the IP 
address of the user devices 1 6, 1 8, or 20); 

a communication unit that transmits a request for inquiring whether a 
device having the obtained IP address is connected to a predetermined transmission 
medium, the communication apparatus being directly connected to the predetermined 
transmission medium (Comp: fig. 3, page 3, paragraphs 19-20, noted the controller 48); 
and 

a determining unit that (a) determines that the communication apparatus and 
the controlled device are connected via the predetermined transmission medium 
(Comp: fig. 3, page 3, paragraphs 19-21 , noted that the controller 48 within the access 
point 30 delivers signal strength messages to the user device to indicate that the they 
are connected), if a response corresponding to the request is received, and (b) 
determines that the communication apparatus and the controlled device are connected 
via a transmission medium different from the predetermined transmission medium 
(Comp: page 3, paragraph 21 , noted that when the signal strength falls below certain 
threshold, this would indicate that the connection may have been lost. This implies at 
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least in part that they are not connected via same transmission medium), if the 
response corresponding to the request is not received, 

wherein the communication apparatus provides warning information if the 
determining unit determines that the communication apparatus and the controlled 
device are connected via the transmission medium different from the predetermined 
transmission medium (Comp: fig. 3, page 3, paragraphs 21-22 and page 4, paragraph 
25, noted that the WAP provides and displays notification to the user device). 

With respect to claim 8, Comp teaches the communication apparatus according 
to claim 7, wherein the communication apparatus provides and instructs a warning 
information to the user device (Comp: page 4, paragraph 25), but Comp fails to teach a 
method of displaying the warning information on a display unit of the communication 
apparatus. 

However, Comp in another embodiment, he teaches displaying the warning 
information on a display unit of the user device (Comp: page 3, paragraph 21, noted the 
LED indicators of the user device). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention modify Comp's invention by integrating the LED indicators 
taught in one embodiment with WAP from another embodiment to display the warning 
information. The motivation to modify such invention is to not only display the warning 
information in the signal-receiving side, e.g. user device, but also to display the signal 
strength level emitted by the WAP to the users, so that the users can be notified if the 
WAP is malfunctioning. 



Application/Control Number: 10/733,295 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2145 

With respect to claim 9, Comp teaches communication apparatus according to 
claim 7, wherein the communication apparatus displays the warning information on a 
display unit of an external device (Comp: fig. 3, page 3, paragraphs 21-22 and page 4, 
paragraph 25, noted that the WAP provides and displays notification to the user device). 

With respect to claim 10, Comp teaches the communication apparatus according 
to claim 7, wherein the device detecting unit uses UPnP (Universal Plug and Play) to 
detect the controlled device and to obtain the IP address of the controlled device 
(Comp: fig. 1 , page 1 , paragraph 9, noted the wireless technologies). 

Regarding claims 11-18, the limitations of these claims are substantially the 
same as those in claims 7-10. Therefore the same rationale for rejecting claims 7-10 are 
used to reject claims 11-18. By this rationale claims 11-18 are rejected. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 7-18 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

• Cheng (PGPUB: US 2002/00781 61 A1 ) discloses an UPnP enabling device for 
heterogeneous networks of slave devices. 
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• Ayyagari et al. (PGPUB: US 2001/0033554 A1 ) discloses a method of proxy- 
bridge connecting remote users to a limited connectivity network. 
9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lin Liu whose telephone number is (571) 270-1447. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:30am - 5:00pm, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jason Cardone can be reached on (571) 272-3933. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

IL. U 
/Lin Liu/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2145 

/Jason D Cardone/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2145 



